
Rotary Youth Exchange 
 
And Rotary Youth Exchange is back! 
 
District 5190 RYE Committee has been working with clubs in our district to prepare 5 
outbound students for their new experience. In addition, clubs and counselors are 
gathering host families and registering their inbound students in high school. 
 
We are back and we are busy! 
 
As the pandemic changed your life personally, know that it also impacted some of Rotary’s 
best programs. Just as a refresher, here are just some of the reasons why your club should 
consider incorporating RYE into your Youth Services commitments: 
 

 Studies have shown that an exchange student will be presented with about 40% 
greater opportunities for their future than students without international 
experience. 

 Students exposed to living abroad are presented with challenges by which they 
grow in maturity and expand their awareness by having to deal with situations they 
would not know otherwise. 

 Communities that welcome an exchange student broadens the awareness of other 
cultures as it reminds our citizens that we have a pretty wonderful country 
ourselves. 

 Families that host an inbound student not only experience a more personal cultural 
expansion and awareness, but they create relationships that last for years -
sometimes for generations - as they repeatedly visit the hosted student in their 
home country and that student returns to their home-away-from-home again and 
again. 

 Schools that open their registration to exchange students learn by real-time means 
that students from another country are both the same and different from their U.S. 
students - and the same occurs in the host country schools where our outbounds 
end up). 

 Students sharing a classroom with an exchange student are given a taste of the 
world and it encourages them to be more open of others’ viewpoints. 

 Even though the RYE program is built around education, what all exchange students 
learn is that school is the setting, classes are the medium, but the value comes in the 
cultural experience itself. 

 The Rotary Youth Exchange program in District 5190 is a program for which any 
Rotarian can be proud. We are not only the least expensive but our outbound 
students receive the best training and preparation available to an exchange student. 
In addition, in our care, inbound students are safe and secure while having the best 
time of their lives. 

 



If your club is participating in Rotary Youth Exchange, you will be or have been exposed to 
these wonderful, brave young people who are going to make major differences in the 
world, simply because if their exchange experience. 
 
As a Rotarian in a club that participates in the RYE program, please consider helping the 
program grow. As we share in the work of managing the RYE program, we become more 
involved with the RYE students and benefit more fully both as Rotarians and as a member 
of the community.  
 
What might you do to help? Counselors, YEOs and club members can all do these activities: 
 

 If you have a child between the years of 15 and 18-1/2, ask your child if they have 
ever considered going on exchange. You might be surprised. If you and your child do 
not know about the program, ask your Youth Services chair or RYE counselor and 
YEO to explain the program. 

 Your child could ask at school if there are any classmates that might be interested in 
exchange and share the Rotary Youth Exchange program with them. 

 Share your excitement with friends, family and even strangers. Put them in touch 
with District RYE Rotarians – in your club, at the district level and the District RYE 
Committee.  Just ask; you’ll find someone to help answer your questions. 

 Talk to your school principal, registrar, parent-teacher association or language 
teachers at your school. If the school sees that parents and the community in general 
are interested in having exchange students in their children’s classrooms, they will 
open up to the idea. If your school already has exchange students, remind them in a 
timely manner when outbounds are being recruited. [More on the timing of 
recruitment, selection and orientations in the next newsletter.] 

 If you have media contacts, reach out to them. If you do not want to appear on TV or 
the radio to explain the program and promote community involvement, there are 
plenty of RYE Committee members who will appear for you. 

 Ask someone from the District RYE Committee to speak at your club. When possible, 
the speaker will share the spotlight with an inbound student, a returned or soon-to-
leave outbound student, a host family and counselors; and I can guarantee you, the 
presentation will inspire your club members to get more involved. 

 
Just a few ideas to spur your involvement. Let us know if you have any questions or want 
someone to come to your club to do a RYE presentation. We are here to help expand the 
Rotary Youth Exchange program in whatever way we can. 
 
 
For more information: 

 Outbound Coordinator: Guy Lease g.lease44@gmail.com or (530) 307-9765 
 Inbound Coordinator and Host Family Coordinator:  Betty Bennett bettyebennett@yahoo.com or 

(530) 863-6271 
 RYE Executive Secretary:  Chesa Keane ryeexecsec@rye5190.org or (775) 691-2700 

 
 


